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| FACING DOWN THE MO,
S pEADLY OF MONSTERS
| LLRXING IN THE DARK.

o

Ll .,-.-'r!};-!J;u

B | NG SUPDENLY, SOMEHOW.. |
&‘3 d THE MONSTERS ARE REAL, | =




N THE WERLE OF
THE SAME; WILL
THE WISE CALLED
LPON THE ARCANE
ARTS IN His BATTLE
ASAINST EVL.

SO INTENT ON
?‘Hgém

MONSTER AT

| HIS HEELS, WILL E’
m‘nﬁmsn -
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THE QUESTION OF

THE MONSTER LOOMING GVER THE BEOY IS A STRANGE ECHO
OF THE STORY THAT PLAYED OUT A SHORT TINE AB2 || WHETHER THIS 15
. ek — il || THE REAL WORLD

U Wi “ OR NOT REMAINS.
FIREBALL | | WL LaE ; =l
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ALL HE CAN D2 15 Ag




I THINE I CAN
STIL SNELL T
LIKE SCOHETHING
ROTTEN..

WHEREVER
ITWENT T
DON'T THINK
THE SHED IS
BAFE.

T e

e




THAT FLASH
BEFORE..PIP A
CIECUT BLOWT




MOM MUST BE
WORKING LATE
AGAIN,

WHATEVER'S
SENNS ON; THEY'LL
KNOW WHAT o P2

WHEN THEY SET
) HOME,

| 42 HE WaiTs, THE
APRENALINE FROM THE
CHASE DRAING AWAY




THIS SUCKS.
OUR MAGIC-
USER 15 50

 WERE ™
GORNA PIE,

WE'RE GONNA |

PE 52

MAYBE HE
SHOULL HAVE
PICKED A
PIFFERENT
aLAss...

L MAN, THE W
2 PICE HATE

ANYTHING
IN THE RULES

|| ABOUT REROLLING L

WHEN MAKING
GHARACTERST &

NO. FATE
HAS ALREADY
SPOYEN, THE

FARTY HAS BEEN




You
TWO ACT LIKE
THE DICE SAVE | pomee
You so mucH | [T vorre BOTH
MORE POWER | [T I8 STILL LEVEL

THAM Hifh.

AND IF SOMETHING
EATS YOU, PON'T
BLAME WILL THE

WISE. ~a
] e

SEE WHICH OF
YOU |8 THE

" Yol LivE \
AS A PARTY

15



"THE ONLY WAY
YOU SURVIVE |

AND LEVEL UP 15
TOSETHERY

=

IT's NOT THAT
HIE HOME RAS
BEEN INFECTED

BY SOMETHING. |

ANP IT

" STILL SMELLS

gt 1< 3
e i J
Cr T S

FER THE FIRST TIME, WILL REALLY
SEES THROUSH THE STRANSENESS
THAT SURROUNDS HIM.




SRLTTNG THE [
PARTY CAN Have P
PISASTROUS

7



THE
FLASHLIGHT
DPOESN'T WoRK
EITHER?

175 LIKE
THIS WHOLE

THE
LAST PLACE I
SAW ANYONE WAS
ON AIRKWOOD

WILL
THE BISE WElLD
ENOW WHAT T2 P2
HE'E 2AST DETECT
1 M OR WZARD EXE.
[ HED FING THE Wy
GUT &F HERE.




AP WITH THE LISHT SOMES VOICES,
SOUNPING OUT FROM SPEAKERS T2 DISTUNT
T SEE. AMONG THE TREES..AND YET NOT.

|
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LATER, WHEN HE
HEARS THE STORY
FEOMN HIS FRIENPS
ON THE OTHER SIPE;
HE WILL BETTER
LNDERSTAND WHAT
IT I8 HE SEES,

BUT TRAFFED IN
THE EERINESS OF

ISN'T SUIRE IF THE
AFFARITION THAT
STANDS BEFORE




N THEIR SAMPAISNS, MIKE THE
PUNFEON MASTER OFTEN PLAYS
CHARACTERS THE PARTY
ENCEUNTERS ON THEIR JEURNEY |

af HnE wuad' I
hawe been {‘H nSH'da. oy BERly S
ou khow th ; ; ' Braye trPovoer
pu.rr:] back to !ﬂ,r-_i. ; the Mirkwood rsln

cnmpqmms-"*‘ Sz fiats place for dou, Let me
. : e - be geur guide +o--

H



HiS ALL-TOO-BRIEF HOFE
FAPES AWAY SAVE ONE
SHALL KERNEL. SHE SAW
HiA, SONEONE SAW HIM.

BUT HOW T2 REACH
THEM 15 ANOTHER
QUESTION ENTIRELY.




WHATEVER THE ANSHER, |

HE KNCOWS IT WON'T BE |88
FOLND ON MIRKWEOR Bl

P’“ﬁ?ﬁ% B n.-.a..r %‘ cis

JUsT
BECAUSE T
WERRRED IN A
MOVE DOESN'T
MEAN T WILL
HERE, MOEOW,




FECQPLE &UT
THERE...

IT'S BEEN YEARS SINCE
WILL FEARED WHAT MISHT
BE LUBKING UNDER HIS BED

BUT HERE, NOWT THOSE NIGH THARES ARE
BROUSGHT INTO SHARF RELIEF, CARYED INTE
His BRAIN AS IF THEY NEVER REALLY LEFT.
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HE LISTENS FOR THE
= COMFORTING VOICES

OF HIS FRIENGS: AS HE
HAS DONE S0 OFTEN

| N THE DARK OF NIGHT. [

o

THE VOICE THAT MANASES
TE CRACKLE THROLGH

4 ISN'T WHAT HE EXFESTS.

HELLOH
THIS 15 WILL
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HE'S SURROUNPED BY A [
WERLE HE ENOWS.

HAUNTED BY
LOVING VOICES
THAT REMAIN JUST
T OF BEACH.

ANP SOMEHOW,
THE SHAPES OF THE
FAMILIAR, TWISTED
JUST Sa2.,

FEEL THAT
AUEH MORE

DONE T8 My—
y  SHEHHHHY




ENOW How
FAST IT CAN
MOVE,

TO THE SN
BEFORE..?

THAT MEANS
SHE'S W

HEARING THE LWL 18 FILLED WITH
SOUNDS OF HOME, A STRANGE SENSE OF
BELIEVING THAT [ BRAVERY HE DION'T

SAFETY COULD BE SSESSE
| WITHIN HiS REACH... ot AT 2

| THIS TIME, HE
| WILL BE THE ONE




BRAVERY AN
BE A FRIEND IN [
THE MOMENT.

{
I
|
|

THE B THINKS
ONLY OF SETTING
THEOUEH THE ENEMY
N FRONT 2F HIA.
SETTING FACK TO
WHERE HE BELONSS.







CAN YOU
BUYS HEARE ME

I'M SOMEPLACE

THAT LEOKS LIKE [ 5108
HOME. BUT IT's

. NOT. ITIS,..

I SORRY, | P ———
WILL. OUR HOUSE | ({400 ; T DON'T
I8 JUST TOO s o, | THIKK YOUR
FAR QUT. FRIENDS SAN |

HEAR YOU

M. THERE'S
LOTS OF PLACES

HE WAITS FOR TIHE
INPETERMINATE. BUT
THERE 15 N&? REFPLY.
N2 CONNECTION.

N WAY T WARN
THE WORLP ABOUT
THE MONSTER IN
THE WALLS,




SO HOW was
SHE TALKING

NOT A5 ELEAR
AE THE SUFERCOMM
Was, BUTIT S0uRDS

SHHHEK--TO
ME=--SHHHHHAK ==
HERE-~SHHHAK— i

HON-- HEAR YOU. N, i

FLEA—“E" |zr||-f_ ‘*' =




| WTENT ON HIZ

|| PESTINATION, HE
FAlLS TO NPTICE
THE HINTS OF LIGHT
THAT AFFEAR...
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AN T
HEARING T

IT'S FAINT;
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HE SETS AN ANSWER. BUT
NOT THE ONE HE EXPECT:




WHATEVER MONSTERS Bl
MAY LURK UNDER HiS o
BED, WILL 18 CERTAIN

OF ONE THING...

«THEY HAVE T
BE SMALLER
THAN THE ONE
THAT'S BEEN
HUNTING HIH.

HE WAITS FOR
A BLOW THAT

WHATEVER IT I5
THE JREATURE
WANTS N THIS
MOMENT, IT IGN'T [988
THE BOY LNPER
THE BER




I THINK IT'S
SONE. FOR

MAYBEIF T
HEAR FURTHER
QUT, I SAN FIcK
SOMETHING

THIS 15
WILL BYERS,
CAN ANYONE |




