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The White House, realized former naval officer Steve Bannon after a few weeks, was really a military
base, a government-issue office with a mansion’s fagade and a few ceremonial rooms sitting on top of
a secure installation under military command. The juxtaposition was striking: military hierarchy and
order in the background, the chaos of the temporary civilian occupants in the fore.
You could hardly find an entity more at odds with military discipline than'a Trump organization. There
was no real up-and-down structure, but merely a figure at the top and then everyone else scrambling for
his attention. It wasn’t task-based so much as response-ariented, whatever captured the boss’s attention
focused everybody’s attention. That was the way in Trump Tower, just as it was now the way in the
Trump White House.
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